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Adventures in the Morass of

the Wacissa.

DISMAL SCENES.

The Correspondent and His Party in
a Den of Reptiles.

HOW THEY ESCAPED.

Encounter with a Youthful
Alligator.

RESCUE OF A NEGRO.

Discovery of a Group of Islands Hitherto
Unknown.

THE STONE IDOL.

Sink o' Pimiooks, Fla., Feb. 12, 1877.
Tbo stories of Stautsland find Muynor tuaile such un

Impression upon tne, despite tholr palpable cxnggcralionand possible invcniion, (but nit tndcfiulto anticipationbad been lormed of discovering In Ihii tnornss a

large hummock or Island, such as tbey bud described.
I was not surprised, therefore, when the "Jndgo," after
returning Irom tbo "lino" much tuilgued, reported in
n hopeful tone Unit Dallas had, late in the day, after
climbing a loflv cypress, seeu, not far in advanco, a

tract of plno und livooak timber, elevated above the

surrounding country. Our enthusiasm bad been (lagging
lor the past sixty hours, hut this discovery revived It
into a heal qulto ns extruorilioaryaslli.it wnlcli IIred
tbs sailors of Columbus when the cry of "Land!" wns

heard Irom his masthead. The evening session by tbo
cauip tiro was consumed in coujoctures and Imaginings
concerning the ox'siencc ot high and dry ground In
eucb a region, and tlio wonder was especially groat
when it was renu mbered that tho hunters of the woods
bad never by chnuce or tho ardor of tho chaso been
led In that direction, nor had stumblod upon possiblo
discoveries there awaiting tho cutcrprlse ol the
Herald.

a watery pen ov reptiles.
Noon found us at tho terminus ot tho "line" which

We were eager to extend. But tho render must not

suppose that it wns us easy going there as it is to walk
down Broadway ou even tho sloppiest day ol tno

thawing season. I found that the ' Judge" had penotratodinto a lar worso region than that proviously explored.Tho tall, thick growth of cypresses casta

gloom upou tho dark waters which languidly licked
their feet.a gloom so heavy, ao contagious, that It
(coined to llll tho very soul of the adventurous explorer
and to waru htm in uu inexpllcublo way worthy to ho
studied by tho psychologist to desist from tho ruthlo-scuriosity which would lead blra still turthor into
this sombre wild. Itrcemeil veritably a desert, for of
the massivo vegetation there was nothing apparently
which could render subsistence to living being. A

chill pervaded tho aimosphoro which crept into our

marrow, and tho slothful brcozo reminded ono of tho
cold sepulchral air which nro said to accompany
ghosts when they walk on earth. Certain It seemed
thai nono of tho higher species ol vertebrates
1. I ,t. I. .nilIn.In. i,nl ntrnn n u-nrhln.

wis thoro present to lighton the ponderous
itlence with Its cheery chirpings; but ou looking
down Into tho tuwny water in which our foot und logs
wore submerged wo woro startled and horriliod by
apparitions, to which our depressed nud timid imaginationsgnvo tho most loathsome nnd dreadful
nspoets. A greenish, slippery vegetablo substance,
half slime and hair moss, carpeted the bottom or tbo

lagoon, and agninst it wore revculcd tho crawling
shapes or huge moccasins, called because of their

deadly unimoslty to man "water rattles." They, however,liavo no rnttles and givo no warning ol their
proximity. They pass through tbo wator with a rapid
rush when tbey are angered, coming down upon their
prey lilto

TIIK PAIILKD SUA SKXPKXT

which adorns sailors' yarns. As wo stood, doubtrnl
what to do, these noxious things uevcr ceased lo glide,
and tholr scaly folds seemed to thicken around us.

Evldcnt'y wo had entered a very dr n of tho Kvil Ono,
perhaps ino corridor of hull, pillared by tho ghastly
emblems of death.tho misty cypresses. Luckily
there were several little mounds banked up about tho
bases of large trees close to us, and on theso we

sprang, and, hastily jumping from one to tho other,
fled Iront tho reptiles. It was some time bcloro wo

ventured neaiu Into tho water, nnd not lioforo
wo reached a broad und rapid current Wo
mado our way to It us best we could by
Jumping from mound to mound, or front
one Inlien tree to another, lo crosR the main channel
of the stream, however. It was uocc.-snry to Hguin go
Into tbo water. Wo wndod in cautiously, and tho
"Judge," who wro In the van, insured our safety by
feeling bis ground as be advanced with his faithful
'Jacob's staff."

A WATER MOXSTKK.

In tbo middle tbo water was nearly ns high as our

Chins and the current swept against ue with alarming
strength. It was whllo hearing the morn shallow
margin that we espied a hugo wator reptile, a

moccasin, ploughing along tho surface of the water

With great rapidity toward our little party. Jakn declaredhim to he the largest one of the species that ho
ever hail seed. Tlio "Judge," who was nearest tho

danger, struck tit lilm with desperate vigor with
bis only weapon, tliu ''Jacob's stall'." The blow fell
abort, and the monster never paused in bia course,
but rolled the rippics about him more angrily. Ono of
tho men then insbed tlio water with a sappllng, which
bo bore in his hand, hut trepidation had eo unmanned
bim that he could not rcaeh the ouentjr. The snake

then slopped and lay on tho suriauo looking at us, with
bis forked tongue darting incnacingiy. Wo could now

observe him. His kizo was almost stupendous, and at
a abort distance he might have boon mistaken for n

young alligator. I levelled my gun and gent some line
Bhot through his brain. Ho turned half over and wriggledand twisted himself Into all sort< of knotty
lliapcs. Ho had not disappeared when we Touched tho

cypresses, having passed very near him. With a

forked polo a noose was slipped over his head and ho
was dragged into shallow water, whero tlio remaining
Vitality in him was speedily d<ipalched. He was as

large around as a woman's arm nnd his form showed
its immense muscular development, a quality which

Stakes this species so terrible, since tlioy swim so

rapidly and strike witli tho swiftness of a thunderbolt.
I'KROCIOCS ALLIOATOKS.

Our adventures were not ended with this conquest.
Bo it known that tho alligators of litis region are extremelyferocious and fearless lu their relations
With man. They huvo not yet had sufficient
Intercourse with that monarch of living
ereaturos to respect tho resources of htfi
ower . It Is different along tho streams frequented
by tourists. Thero they mutely acknowledge tho

powers of gunpowder and lead end dive to nvoid obsrrvatlon.^llere ihoir rnir-rospoct n not yet enough
impaired to permit the saurian aristocracy to suhXiit
to a foreign domination. And that, too, proflured !>y
that npstart gonu« of the drift period called homiu 1

Were not the alligator* descended Irom those noble

creatures who adorned the earth In the dim nniorior

ague, Iho pliocene, Iho mioceno and the eocene ?

Why, then, should man object to their cbotco of him
* an occaaionnl morsel for their delir.ato stomachs?
The alligator of the moriisaee (crocotlxlti* luriui) attack*

man without hesitation, and when onco bo succeedsin coining to close combat with him Is noarly

certain of iho victory.
AOVRXTl'RI with A TOtr.VU sal'sias.

We were crossing strcsin alter stream. They sccmod

remarkably closo to one another, and wo became conwincedlor tnat reason that mo were nearlng tho main

coarse of tho Waclssn, and that thoy wcro the numtranadelu of larger tributaries seeking an entrance to

^ht grand highway to the sea. In one ol thesa "rani" {

NEW YORK
a great ory#of terror burst from ono of our party, and
wo hustcuod biick to bin, tor lie was In tho rear, expectantof u acono o( horror. There was a

violent splashing and eddying of t lie water,
nod ooo of the mon was struggling, with
ones, to froo hi* leg from the Jaws of
a youthful crocodilva luciu*. He had slabbed it twice
with ins knifo, ami it suddenly relaxed Its hold, but
only to whirl aronud tu tho water uud with its

powerful tail to doal its adversary u terrible blow on

the legs which upset bun. The tragedy would soon

havo been complete had not the "Jacob's stall,"
which (Igures so beuovoiently lu this narrative, been

again used in dclenco of tho Hkrald explorers. Its
end was shod with steel, sharply pointed, und tho

"Judge" handled tho weapon as if it were a true aud
trusty l:nico aud be a doughty knight ol the tncdlicval
time. It penetrated tho ugiy sattrinu's neck, Just whero
his iinturul armor is jointed, and he turned over on his
baek with a graceful acquiescence in tho lorco ol rlr.
cuinstaiics which wus qutlo eddying The poor negrowas examined and Irs leg lound to bo but slightly
bruised, thanks to the toughness of his trousers and
the Juvenility ol'hls assailant. Ho was nl)lo to plod
on wi h Jess physical tliau moral Injury, lor his imag-
inatioii was seized with terrors every tuna thai we

plunged Into a new stream. U<' (earcil to go on, hut
still less ilarcd to start back lor camp. The accident
was really a remarkable one, us It Is unusual lor

alligators to show iboinsclves so early In the season,
when thoy are, besides, too torpid to leol very
great ambition for conihct. Hut we Lad already heard
tiietu blowing, as they rnso Iroin the water 10 sun

themselves 011 logs, and the rapidly Increasing warmth
warned mo ol the danger o( prolonging tho explorationInto Into the spring, unless 11 were to bo continued
In boats along the Wnctssa Kivcr.

a onoi.r on isi.a.vds.
As wc advanced wo round that we wore crossing

groat uumbors of "runs." When we afterward took
the troublo of counting them wo found that within a

distance ol two miles there were not less than thirtyone.S01110 of them part Iroru the Wacissa, describe
u curvo through the morass and return to tu
We arrived at a high pine hutnlhuck, upon which,

however, wo found nothing remarkable. Wo nauioo it

I'lney Island. Wo only rested liero and then pressed
onward with an anxiety to finish tho lino on thut day.
At last we could plainly discover before us a dense

maHS ol foliage, living and green, wblcli strongly con-

tr.istod with the nakedness ol tno cypress through
which wo had been toiling lor several hours. Tho trees

were of enormous growth. As wo npprouched wo

crossed another stream, and its luriher bunk was llrm
nnd dry, but donsely screened by u tangled tuickot.
Wliut might thero be behind that harrier? Was this at

last the enchanted precinct wbcru abode the mysterious
presence ol thoso unexplored wilds ? 1 felt somewhat
like tho luiry prince ol childish memory, pcrhups, lor
hero us in tho poem:.

All round aiiedgu upsbooti and shows
At disluuco Iiko a little wood.

Thorns, ivies, woodbines, mistletoe;.
And grapes with bunches red as Mooi'j

All creeping plants, u wall ol green 1
(hose matted burr nnd bruKu uud briar. |

I loosed involuntarily around for.
Tim bodies and tlic bones ol thoso
Who strove in other days to pass,

but they were not

.withered In the thorny close
or Kculierod blanching on tho grass.

80 we look courage and broke through tho copso
without exactly expecting to tlnd tho enchanted oustlo
and "tho sleeping beauty" in "the quiot chamber far
apart," but something perhaps aklu 10 litem in wonder.

WONDBKFUL TASKS.

We had rencbod nn Island. The interior was thickly
shaded by giant live oak uud mngnohns, which so shut
out the rays ol the sun that tho atmosphero was laden
with a dampness like that ol some ancient crypt. But
it wus small and soon explored, lieyond It waH nn-

other Island, not ho circumscribed In its limits and apparentlymainly covered by pines, although there wcro

scattered over it groups ol live oaks and magnolias.
Y.'u crossed a deep "run" to reuch it, und found its soil
so much like that of tho other tbut I at onco concluded
that the llrst growth ol tirabor, which was

probably live oaks and muguollns, had bean
once hewn down liy the hand ol inun. It Is well known
that in Florida a strange phenomenon occurs in forentrywhen tho primeval growth ol limber is destroyed.
Should It be pine, tho now forest which will spring up
will cousist of tho hard woods, such as oak, bay, magnoliaand gum tree, and it is supposed that tho plan
will succeed thoso alter they have beoti cut riff. Comparingtho age ol the pines which wo found on tho third
isluud with that of tho live oaks, I should conclude
that the latter ure perhaps by two centuries tho eldorThepines art. ut weeds w hen contrasted in their rank
overgrowth with the august dtgulty of yoars belonging
to the original lords ol tho soil,

A STO.NK 1IIOL.

The third Isl nd seotuod several times as large as the
other two, and wo hastened to push our explorations
to its utmost limit. But wo wero arrested tor the
night by a wonderful discovery, a brief outllno ol
which I have alroady telegraphed you.

In a spot qulto secluded by tho surrounding growth
ol braroblo, shrub and vino, and where a lew giguntic
oaks cast deep shadows, wo were startled to behold a

figure hearing a torn bianco to tho human form. Tho wild
fancies of some of tho uogruos had suggested more than
olico the existence ol some old und onlecblod. slave fugitivesIn somo nook ol this region, but they wore of
courso troatod as improbable. Wo wore

utterly unprepared lor tho shout which
ono ol thorn raised. "Look a'byoro llyere's a man,
sho' 'uougli!" "Looks like It's ino berry debbll hissoir,"said another, shrinking back, while ull ol our

du.-kv assistants showed tokens of awe, if not ol leur
I approached tho grim presence. Tho rose in binnee to
a human llgitro was far less apparent upon a near inspectionthan when viewed ut it distance, but still
there was altogether quite a verisimilitude.

It Is a groat stone column, rotund in form. Tho
upper portion has been at some tlmo fashioned Into
the Rhapo ol tho human head, poised upon broad and
rudely carved shoulders There are but Inlnt traces
nl tho nv«w oiiPj* rin<o And month Tlio unhatimoA

composing tbo Idol is quito soli, a line gruy snndntnno.
and thoso loaturcs might have been ucnrly wnshcd
away by tbo rnin witbin a hundred years or so. Tbo
figure bus no arms.

A OTAST OOD.

It is set vertically In the onrtb, and has probably
sunk many lect deeper than It stood when originally
erected. Its present height above the ground Is about
live feet, and by excavation It was lonnd that It extendsabout four feei beneath. The original aliunde
of the image was, therefore, in all probability about
eight lect.
On tbo front, or what appeared to be tbo front, ol tbo

figure we discovered some singular characters, resemblingscratches rather than graven characters, l'art of
Hu m wore bidden by tbo soil and uioss, and this was

romovod so as to disclose the whole. The hieroglyphs,
II such tboy are, bear no analogy to any ol tlioso la-
miliar to the writer; but they were so dimly traccnblo
that thlH opinion may be a mistaken one,*ln consoqucncoof tbo unlavorublo light which pervaded tho
secluded precinct.
A short distance from the statue wo stumbled upon

another column or obelisk. It lay prouo ou tbo

ground, nnd had t o bead-shaped upper portion. II 11
bad ever possessed ouo It had been brokon ofT and

probably destroyod, for ws saw near a heap ol Duo
debris. This may hnvo been partly produced when

HERALD, MONDAY, FEB!
SHAKESPEARE IN AMERICA.

GROWTH or TUB INTELLECTUAL DRAMA.
CLERGYMEN AND ACTOR8.LITERATURE AND

ART IN THE NEXT CENTURY.
To Tint Editor op tiik Herald:.
Foreigners have not only watched with intenso interestthe advance of literature lu this country, but

nlfco tho enterprise nnd progress of our theatres, llalt
a contury ago a paper was published in I'aris wherein
it was observed that tho poople ot tho United Elates
would summon over tho sea, ut un Immense oxpeuse,
ceieliratcd English actors to perforin tho plays of
Hhukespeare, where, us the New York theatres, they
excited even more enthusiasm and applauso than In
thoho of I.ondou. "And thus tins comedian
ol the age ol Elizabeth," Ibe article continues, 'this
author esteemed so uneducated, who had himsoll never

collected or revised his own works, rupidiy composed,
as they were, tor obscure and rude theatres, will be
the chief and model of a school ol poetry whicli snail
speak a language diffused over tho most flourishing
li.lr ,.r . ...... ......1.1 n II.W.L-.H >U uVnl.il .....I Pnm.

mcnta Upon tho Plays and Actors o( Shakespeare"
wero pronounced in Kuglaud to to among tho most In.
tolloctual itint the stage can giro a nation.

la connection with a review of tho theatre lu tho
United States the visit of George Frederick Cooko to

our Rhores Is, perhaps, tho most noteworthy. Hu
made his first appearance as an acior in Rrontford,
Kngland, In 1771. His nrrlvai Ifi New York In 1810,
under contrnct with au American manngor, is said
to havo caused u greater scnsnilyn than had
been produced by that of any othor individual
not associated with our political welfare
It was not bollnvcd hv Kiigllstnnen in New York
tbut there wits sufficient entofpriso In American
theatrical circles to sccuro his presence; they "sworn

roundly that It could not lie," An account represi nts

that II appoarcd as Impossible to many that tho great
London actor should bo removed to America as that
St. Paul's Cathedral should bo transported across win

Atlantic. But ho had already nrrivod (on November

10) and tnkcu rooms at tho Tontine Cnirou House. Kivo
days later ho played Ittchard 111. boloro "tho greatest
house ever known In America." Tho audicnco ho ro»

gnrded ns ono of unusual intelligence, lor It most applauded,ho suid, what ho knew to bo his own best

points. For sovcntocu nights tho receipts
tvero fit,578. For twenty nights In Philadelphia,$22,002. Tho sontlng capacities, It may bo

presumed, limited the proceeds, for on iho evenings
of his performauces In the former city "the press of
pcoplo in tho vicinity of tho then tro was violent and
dangerous." At the latter e.ity it is staled that such
was Iho engcruess to procuro tickets that "sturdy
blackguards" wore paid by gentlemon from ?0 to $10 lor
securing a single seat, and persons were secu sitting
at iho theatre door eating their dinner, who hud InKen
iheir pests on Sunday morning Willi u determination
ot remaining there all througn Sunday and Suuday
night to ho ready lor tho opening ou Monday, Cooke
was a constitutional drunkard; his drinking was a
disease, but hu possessed unrivalled tnloats and
grent kindness of hoart. In tho words of nnother,
ho was orccutrlc In his conduct and eminent
In his profession. In this country, as !» Kngland,
while lie won the admiration of fashionuble, burned
and critical audiences be wus the jolly companion ot
linrroom patrons. It seems to have been painful for
one to bohnld him In tho degradation of his habits,
but supremely ennobling to wIiuohs him urn id tho
glories nnd triumphs of his genius. "His heart was

open to rocoivo evory good impression nod strong in
Its impulse to every' good notion." The stnudpoint
takou by professed Christians, ns a class, against llio
theatre ho regarded usonooi the most depiornblo oi rors
of civilization. Iilssnidibnl the two gcutlemcn with
whom bo was most delighted in Boston were tho
portrait painter, Smart, una a He v. .Vr. Gardiner. tie
nsiout.shcd some friends ono aunday morning by saying,"1 nin going to heal' Parson Gardiner preach
He's Ibo only clergyman that has dono mo tho honor
to come and see tue play, and I'll do htm tho honor to
go and hear him preach. Sum, give mo some hot
briiuuy toddy. ' Fraught with a telling slgnillcnncc,
his words passed Into history. Wherever ho wont in
tliu United Slulos lie observed, with astonishment, the

people's line appreciation of the grout pool's plays. In
a letter to a London friend he said:."Theatricals hero
are conducted in a very respectable manner, and the
companies superior to what 1 had expoclod. 1 may
add much more so."

a sixoclak coxvkithatiox.
Tho inllowtng conversation, imbued with interest at

this time irom the fact of our Contcnnlul celebration,
passed between Cooke und uu Ainortcan:.
Cookk.I olisorvc tlint you Americans always sny,

"Our great poet," "Our immortal and unrivalled
dramatist;" hut you ure not the countrymen of
ShaKespcuro. What part has un American In tho Hard
ol Avon 1
amhkican.Precisely tho same part that an Englishinanol tho present day can claim in nun. As n

descendant Irom Unions, 1 claim the same share in the
heroes, poets and philosophers ol lormor days as any
Uruon of this day can.
Cookk.So, so.very pretty No, no, that won't do.

You uro u race ol yesterday.mere upstr.ris. You
abaudoued Great Uriuin and gave up your sbaro in
her luntc.
Amkhican.By no means. Tho youneor brother who

leaver his parental roof. though he does nut itihcrll his
lather's estate, is heir to hie lather's laino as much is
the elder. 1 have as full a participation In old English
glory as you. Shakespeare and Milton; Locke. Bacon
and Newton; the Hurries, tho Edwards and the Marlboroughs,are as noar to ino as to you. And tho glory
which uu Englishman feels at tho sound of those
names and the recolloction of tho glory ol old England
Is mine us fully us his "

Cookk.Ho, so, so.and whom do you draw tho lino?
Amkhican.Why the year 177ti must ho tho chronologicalmark el separation, 1 hellevo I have no claim

upon ilritnm since then, thougn I owe her tnucb.
Cookk (laughingly).And you will owe hor a gteet

deal more bolero you ure able to pay anything in return.
PORKKiN ACTOItH IX tiik UX1TKD STATK8.

The lust nine that Mr. Cooke ever played was on
July 31, 1912, in Providence, K. 1. Bo never returned
to Kngland, hut died, aged lllty seven, ul the Mechunlc
Bull, iu New Yerk, on the 20ih o; September, 1812,
and wns buried iu St. l'uul's churchyard, lu thai city.
An imposing moiiiiineni marks the spot, and tho inscriptionswhich it hears happily Illustrate a Christian
spirit, winch pre-eminently adorns the animal :c profession.They areas lollows:.

Erected
to the memory

«t
ceougt: kkederick cooke,

ByEDM UN II REAM,
id the

Tbontro KovhI. Drnry Lnno,
IS.'I.

Three kingdoms claim his birth;
lloth hemispheres pronounce tun worth.

the idol #iw shaped, or afterward, when its companion
was demolished.

Tint party was illy provided for remaining another
day In tho morass without communication tvilll tlio

camp Leaving the Judge and tliroo or the mei: to
bivouac on the island nil night and to press tho search
In ihn morning, I sot out with 0110 attendant to roturn

My Inlontion was to send provisions to Hunt early and
to follow them mysi'ir, so as to cxainiiio at loisuro tho
strnngo objects which had boon discovered.

FELONIOUS ASS.VrLT.

James U Cleaner, a young man residing at No .10
Mott street, became enraged at Dennis J. Mcllrldo, ol
No. 1)7 Oak street, on Saturday night, and pointed a

loaded revolver at him, with tho evident intention of
shooting. MclJrido Jumped lor tho weapon and succeededin grabbing it before Its owner could fire. A
policeman was colled and took Cleaner in ciiRtody. At
tlio Tombs l'olico Court yesterday morning, boforo
.fudge Duffy, Mcllrldo rolalod tho story ol tlio assault,
and the prisoner was held III f1,000 hail to answer.

ARRESTED FOIl ARSON.

I.onlR Cohen, of No. 14 Essex street, was arrested

ysxterdsy on suspicion ol sotting tiro to Ins apartments,damaging tho contents t o tho amouui of f&O
having hrst insured tbcm for $i>0<j.

Hepalied
hy

ClIAUI.b.s KHAN'
i*PS.

Repaired
bv

K. A. HOTHERN,
Theatre Kityul,
lint hi irket,

1*74.
Cooke's mnstorly- Impersonations in the plays ol

"Kicliunl III.." >'I bo Merchunt of Venice," "OUiello,"
"Macbeth," "Henry I\ "King l.o ir, " "King John"
and inhcrs grandly Impressed iho American public
wuli tbe in urn I worth ol I be ilruniu, nud Irom li.s uiiio
lo the pri'scnl tl liiis welcomed rdiakospoarian actors
from nbruad wtih marked distinction. Tlio ttnliilion
ol iui'uign actors uow is to appear belore ami win luvor
with American audiences. It has llnally become proverbialon tlio oilier able of tlio Atlantic thai their
visits Itore are not to a litndof strangers, but peculiarly
to one ot Iriends. l'lio trausailnnlic prolessionul
tours of eminent actors tiro also productive nl
friendly feelings ol an important International
character. Thomas A. Cooper, ol New York, who
Imported Cooko, won celril my tn the characlor of
liiitnlet, nil alter (P orno Frederick, and until iuo arrivalol the elder Wullnck in ISIS, ho was a reignlugtheatrical star mid Ibc only olio in the Western
Hemisphere. Wullaek came direct from Urury I.alio, at
tho age ol twetny-live. His Hamlet was liked licro
more than in England, and undoubtedly It was tho
American estimate Hint stole tlio brilliant Wallncka
from tho Uritish stago

KilNOKS or TIIK Cni KCII.
Tho careor ol William Augusta* Conway adords a

sail commentary upon the course pur. nod be the
clergy. Tins gentleman withdraw altogether It urn tho
Condon st.igo and catno to tho United Nisles to iinU a
homo. Ilo had played tho moot exalted of Shakespeare'schuruclers, and they had taught linn knob
dlvnio trulliH that in Is'gti ho determined to
study lor tho niitnslry. Throo years later ho
tnot' with opposition trum Bishop llohurt, of
New York, "from the fact that ho had
been an uctor." ilo then Hailed lor Snvannah in
order to obtain (rum Bishop While permission to
"lako orders in tho Church hut In a lit or despondonejJumped from tho shtp, oir Charleston Bur, and
orae drowned. Although our American .ibcniro lias
had constantly to contend with persecutions of tho
Church, yet it has finally risen to an etninouco of
purity and renown. It now has Its llitle churches
"round the corner," where sorrowing friends eun bow
beforo holy ultars in tho prosenca o' dead artors. It
also him' not u lew gteat minds belonging
to tho clergy to nourish and cherish It.
It mny'be a <|ncstion ns to whether tho
thoatre ever sullerod more disgusting scandals than tho
Church now endures. In their respectivu positions
the Church needs purification more than the theatre.
Up to lH.li William linnliin, nn artist and author ol distinction,and at that time Vlco President ol the Nattonul
Academy ol Design, was the liest authority on the
drama In tho United Slates. Ho then published his
"History ol the Amoricin Thoatre," when ho readily
admitted that there were evils, perversions and uhuses
attendant upon theatricals as on all sublunary
things. In the midst of all its objectlonnblo fenturos,
however, lie had observed its struggling tendency
toward virttio and morality. "I (Irmly bellovo," ho
said, "thin the theatre is in itself a powerful engine
well adapted to the improvement of man, and thnt it
only wants tho diicciing hand ol an enlightened
society to mnko it the puro source of civilisation and
virtue. Without the aid ol the actor there are thounndswho would never hnvo heard tho name Shakespeare,hut who, liy his sid, sre familiar with the nrnst
sublime, mural nnd beautiful senilments that ever
adorned a lwigusgo." It may bo remcrlicil best that

RUAliY 26, 1877.-WITH SI
the first play ever performed on Amerioan toll was
'Tho Merchant of Venice."

HCMOVK HfTfRKa.
It was in 1*4(1 tli.a HuitBOti'a lectures on Shakespeare

nltrautcd universal attention. Germany could not adnuttbat they were profound, but tJorviuua .-aid of
tlicin:."Every critic of ShaKuapcare will highly rejoiceat (bla American's One appreciation and uailniale
of the jHiet on Ibownolc." Ilia Irclurea, ho*over,
wore exactly what he intended they aliould be. Ae nn
American lie seems to have conceived the fact that the
duty of a lecturer before the generul public la not to
Impress the profound few, but ruthor to ploaae, intereat
uud Instruct iho lors inteiieciu.il muny.

HIIAK KaC KA It K IN Tilt: NKXT CKSTfKV.
The drat century of American independence will

hnvu produced in this country at to distant period in
its second a class at proiouuil Shakespearian critica,
superior to those of either (iormauy, England or
f ranee. 'I be litenituro of the colonics partook of a

limited nu<l ordinary character; but wlion ilia signing
ol the Declaration of ltulepoudcnco created a new nnlinuullife.an Kuglisb speaking people unuer a republicanform of government.it was destined that u centuryhence aliould find the I'nilod Slates so far
ailvunceil in learning ns to warrant tho belief that llio
close of Its aceoud century will ilnif it the foremost
nation of the world, uol only tu literaluro, but also in
the arts and sciences. I have remarked that D was

lilly years ago when Ylllouiatii, o! France, nought 10
account Tor our rapid strides in these respects. At
the tirro of the Itireptiou oi tho United 8iaic», ami (or
manj years, lie argued, us people had
scarcely any other lituruturo than tho hooks
ol Old England, and no oilier national tbcalro
than the pieces ol .Sliukespenrn. "Theroforo the
|iu|iular good senso ol theso Americans," he said, "so
industrious and so occupied, has seized with ardor
the profound thoughts, the sagacious maxims with
which Shakespeare Is IllloiL His gigantic images
please iiiiinJs accustomed to the most magtilllccnl spectaclesol nature and to the immensity ol' the forests
and rivers of tho New World. In u country endowed
with an aspect so poetic," lie added, "the genius ol the
arts shall uwakeli."
England wan slow to recognize tho appalling grandeurol the genius of licr Immortal hard ; hut the sequel

lies iu the (act that ho laid bare the Intrigues of
crowns and laiilifully illustrated tho stinmoless deeds
of royally. The itepublir. ol tho United Stulcs, on
the oilier hand, creatod a singularly free people, who
could read these lessons of tho pout and witness his
historical plays while untrammelled and uninfluenced
by monarchical surroundings. Hut England to-day is

pure, und her grout pride Is tho lad thai her womb
conceived Shakespeare. JOSKl'll WATSON.
New Vouk, Feb., 1877.

JOHN OXIiNFOKD'S llKLIQUKS.
THE NEW YORK STAGE THROUGH AN ENGLISH

OPERA GLASS .OUR HOARDS A DECADE

SINCE.ITOOTLIGHT FLASHES OF TI1E PAST

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS TO THE HERALD.
The dcuih In London, on Wodncsduy last ol Mr.

John Oxoulord, tho celebrated dramatic critic lor
the Timet nud other papers ol ibo Kugllsh metropolis,
revives an interest in the life ol this pc.rtujlcur of tho
past. IIis chief merit was In writing conscientious

opluons of good, bud and Indlllerent plays In the same
vein In which ho rccoivod tho impression, ilo
was orlgiually intended lor u burrisier-ut-liiw,
but wisely resolvod to mako the good dramatic
critic rather matt the bud lawyer. His literaryaud dramatic compositions are numerous

iu qunuiily and liavo a vast ruugo of subject. What
liukshim particularly with New York is tho tact that

during tho latter part of the year 1807 ho contributed,
whilo making a visit to this city, Homo remarkably
brilliant theatrical lottors to tho New York Herald.
Tho subject treated was "Tho Stugo in New York as

Seen Through an English Opora Glass. " Those letters
were signed "lly uu English Playgoor," and the flrst
of them boro the date Now York, August 10, 1807. It
bogau with the senlotico:.

A GLIMPSE OF TUE PAST.

II. is a wiuihuu iriuuia uuit/u^ iuu Aiuciiuau auiuia

who visited l.onUou that the English public Is, lor the
most part, wholly uttioraut of the standard by which
transatlantic famo Is to bo measured." Alter this
delicate and most glittering platitude Mr. Oxonlord
refers to the Amcricuu artists who at that limo wore

delighting London. Among thoso meutloned are

Kale ilutomau, playing at the Adclphi, and Joe Jeflurson,who was doing itip Wan Winkle ami Asa Trench,
ard at another of tbo London theatres. John E.
Owens is also alluded to, and thoro Is a casual nidation
of the Icinlniue glory with which Mrs. Barney Willtainsand her sprightly slstor, Mrs. Florence, Illumined
the boards of the Loudon slugo.

THEATRICAL MATTKIlS IN NEW YORK.

Ono ol tho striking paragraphs of Mr. Oxenford's
first letter ou theatrical matters In New York Is us

loiluws:."The preliminary nolo may not be superfluousthat, theatrically speaking, Now York is us
much tho capital ol tbo United Sinios as Loudon is the
capilul of Great Britain and Ireland. * *' * Beloro
the war a particular renown altuchcd to Now Orleuus
as the placo whore no end ol inouey was to bo inuUc;
but Now Orloans, like the Northern cities, required a
New York testimonial of talent."
Following tins dcclnntlon ot opinion comes Mr.

Uxcnlord's sentiments Willi rofcronco to tbo democraticcbaructer ol our audiences, lie buys:."Tnu
muss ol oporntiVus and humb c persons wbo arc regardedwith complacency hy tbo aristocrats ol a Londonuudicnco, una who liequently ollorad umuscincuis
by their mirthful demonstrations on holiday occasions,are carclnlly kept out of viow in tho
Empire City; nor In tbo abscuco of some grout
political crisis can 1 conceive tho possibility ot tlio
upper tiers siugiug In unison tho airs pluyca by tho
orchestra, like the English 'gods' on boxing night or
Easter Monday." While Mr. Uxculord was visiilug
our thcuircs be was complaisant enough to notico that
we w ero very proper in tlio stylo of our uudiences.
tine ol the paragraphs In his first Icttor speaks ol us In
uu orchestra way as being "decorous to a laull," und
mentions the lact of our being extremely undemonstrative.At lliis point he gels oil' the lollowiug nappy
antithesis:."When tho KughaU roar tho Americans
merely siuilo."

TIIK SECOND LETTER.
Tho second dramatic contribution of Mr. Oxenlord

comparison oi New York 10 London, and likens Canal
street to Teni|)lo Har. Willie dwelling on tlio sulijocl
ol streets lie says: ."Near tlioCily Hull I'ark shunts
what tlio writer culls 'the palatini olllco ol the New
Yoiik Hkkai.p.'" Mr. Oxenturd hero mentions tlio
Broadway Thentro, which was at that tunc under the
management ol Air. II trucy Williutusaiid Alt. Hilly Florence.A |neco called "i'l.e Yankee t.al" was then tlio
ruro; It was lolluwod by a very sueccnslul perform*
OUCe ol Kubcrisoh'H "Caste." Air. Oxeulord In
this letter compares Nthlo's to the Adelphi theatre,
and says apropos ol n spectacle which was in Its limelightglory during his visit:."Whutis 'lliack Crook f'
Nominally it is a drama ; hut It is s i utterly devoid ol
plot or acliou lliul the most daring adversary 01 the
I.ondou Alnutuhra would scarcely venture to call it u

'stage play.' "

l.olia in ineulloucd as huvlng been playing at V«'allack'siu"The I'ct ol the rotlicoais" and "Little Null
aud the Alurclnonoss." While In the l.olia strain Mr
Oxcnlord wrolo as follows:."Uenerully, us I liuvo alreadystaled, the audiences of this city are inclined to
ho grave and apathello, but tlio sparkling pleasantry
'damn it,' sharply tillered by a little lady who looked
scarcely loo old lor pinaloro, was loo much lor the
habitual stoicism ol the most genteel theatre on the
liroadwuy, and drew lorlh screams of delight."

L'llKWIMU CLOVKS.
Our letter writer drops into pleasantry, and alludes

rather sarcastically to the halm which llie Allleric.au
youth whom lie inel in New York theatres hud ol
going out to get cloves, lie noticed tins particularly
ui the OI> topic, then called l.nuru Keinu's theatre,
where "liouibey aud Sen" was foiug performed. It
whs at the Olympic Unit Air. Oxenlord saw Air. John
Brougham, who had couiclrein the picked company of
Aline. Vcsiris. ol tlio Olympic Theatre In London,
lie also speaks tnvoruhly ol Air. K. Coleinuti's personationol (Juilp1,1 Wallack's Theatre.

.HKKIXtl HATS.
The third letter is dated October 21, ISO", and In It

occurs a comparison ol thn Bowery to Wlntcclmpel
road, lie mentions tlio Slant Theatre us buiug across
tlio way, and also alludes to I lie lire which deslroyeu
the New Bowery Theatre. This loner has n play ill
attack on mosipiitous. One paragruph reads:."Let
me raiher say that till daybreak there uro no pcucelul
slumbers to Im disturbed, but that I a in prnvokiugly
Interrupted in my tranquil contemplation ol the r.ns
which, even in good holuls, sport about tlio hcilrooin
ns ireely ami us visibly as ritbinls lu a warren." Air.
Oxcnlord ulludeg to the fact ihul (lie Bowery Theatre
was once called Crosby Hall, and lakes occasion to
com pi mi er.t Mr. diudley, s lavorile actor at the tnno
of his visit to the city.

iikkh ox tiie 1iow buy.
lie subject ol lager uccr on mo uowerv is tapped by

our letter writer, and there is qiiito a gushing descriptionIn one n| his letters of Atl'inile burden In tno
same letter lie speaks ol Distort bomg at the French
Theatre, of Mrs. Laiidor's swav In Now York, and of
the celebrated suit ol YVallsck vs. Florence. There nro
many caustic sentences In this letter which wore, no
doubt, as cniertuiiilrig to the p. ople in l,on<lon us they
were surprising to ilia public ol New York. It must bo
said, however, that Mr. (ixenlord wrote as a genuine
dramatic scholar, and that his criticism of our crude
ways was tempered by his appreciation of us as a people!

TilK LAST MCTTKR.
This letter Is dated, Liverpool, November 8, 1867,

aud is heuded, "The Stage in New York." It Is un
analytical review olwu.it the gomlcinuu saw o( Now
York theatrical matters, and Is thrown Into nn'inborod
paragraphical slutcmeiils. Wo extract freely us follows:. tVlththe exception ol tho llowory the New
York theatres, considered us odlftcos, lurnlsh tuodols
wb'.cli the London architect would do well to imituto,
as thoy nro light, commodioits, und so arranged as to
allow nearly the whole of the nudlenoe it good view of
the stage. The theatres In Loudon that most resemble
them are Astloy'n, in us present condition, and tho
small house Highbury flam. * * The New York
audiences are lor the most part axtremoly sedate and
decorous, and, save at tho flowery, seont devoid of the
decidedly plebeian element. * * * Tho people
Of Now York aro, as a rulo, resolute playgoers,
llko ihe people of Paris." Mr. Oxenlord, alter passing
upon Ihe prevalence of tho slur system in this
country, speaks of tho Tlientre Frnn<;al* as being ''In
au extremely gentcol, but somewhat out of the way
quarter." In his opinion, thero was no chance in New
York in 1867 lor a dramatist, hut every opportunity
lor a scene painter. He advised us to rewrlto old plays
and put in this splcn ol caution, "Don't let King
Philip conquer Queen Klitabetb, especially while Cuba
belongs to tho Spaniards.'' .

[IPPLEMENT.

tttll Flit III FEIlADELFIli
Fox's Theatre Entirely Consumed at

One o'Clock in the Morning.

The Mercantile Library IrretrievablyInjured.

The Largest Variety Theatre in America
and the Largest Library Building.

Losses Over $325,000.A Firemun
Mortnlly Hurt.

I'iiiladklpiiia, Feb. 25, 1877.
Tho tbeatrloal business must beat a very low ebb

indeed wbcn Saturday night cnme around without
bringing an imraenso audieqco to 'Fox's American
Tbentre, the great variety show of Pbiladol]>hta, Beating5,000 people aud giving them more lor tbulr
money, in point o( tlmo at lead, than any rival establlalanentIn town. Saturday night wus always a great
night lor tho "boy*," and It was always midnight nt
the curliest before the green curtain tell lor good.
I.ast night was no excoptlon to the rule. A largo and
heterogeneous audience had assembled under its lolly
dome; the performers had dona their boat; the crowd
had onjoyod tbemsolvos and applauded in their
usual vigorous fashion; tho long hill had been
successfully gone through with; tho 'patrons of the
drama" hud disporscd to their homes.or somewhere
else.and the last member of tho company bad bid
"good night" to Charley Charlton, tho night watchman,as he dragged himself wearily homo to bod.
Tho watchman locked the atage door alter the departingsong and dance man, completed his rounds of tho

building, set his clock ut quarter lo one o'clock, and
had Just taken a seat when lie saw

A PUPS op KM (IKK

burst from the property room, situated on tho
prompter's side, and 011 a level wiih the (lies. He
was tho only man In the theatre, and at unco turned
on the two lire plugs on the siagc, anil tried to extinguishthe flumes with a puicni flro extinguisher, hut
his efforts were m vain. In almost less time than it
takes to writo it tho whalo mass of tlndor and Inflammableh111 ft" on the stage wus on flro beyond tho hope
of saving thorn. Within a few minutes tUe lire burst
through tho root over tho stage, und being soou on tho
streots au alarm was given, which brought tho liro
engines to tho spot. A stiff broozo was blowing from
the west, and groat golden billows ol smoke rolled out
toward tho front of the thentre on Chostnut street,
carrying pieces of burning wood and cauvas, which
fell In

A SHOWER OP FIUI5

on roofs and awnings for nt least two blocks away.
Everything outdoors had boou soaked in a twenty lour
hours' ratu aud snow, which had just ceased falling;
but this did uot prevent tho tire breaking out on tho
roo;s of a dozen dlflcreut buildings, w hile it protmlily
saved the cnttro block bounded by Tenth, Eleventh,
Market and Chestnut streets Irom total destruction.
A general alarm, summoning all tho availablo flro apparatusin the city. w.is speedily sent, but It wus soon'
evident, iu spite of nil ihotr cltorls, that tho coullagrulloncould not bo confined to tho theatre.

TttU KIRK BI'KKAUS.
Tho nudttorium mid stage ol tho theatre were situatedback Iroin Chestnut street, approached by a wido

passage about lllty Icet. In longtb. A bnrrootn and
a cigar store were on cittier side ot this passage
way, lacing an Chestnut street, and extending
back to ilio front walls o( the auditorium.
It was one ot the curious lruaks ot tbo lire that neither
ot these stores suffered any damago except by wator,
while buildings immediately adjoining ihein wcro injured,and duriug tho tire two barkeepers wore kept
busy within ten leot ot the flames serving out liquors.
Within hull an hour after the outbreak ol tbu lire the
whole of ihd tbeatro was blazing furiously, and tbo
other buildings In the Immediate vicinity bad becomo
ignited. Next door but one to the tbeatro, and tho
first to becomo Ignited, was tbo Inrgo doublo dwelling
una store of 1,. C. Love, tailor, No. 1,010 Chestnut
street. 1'ho rool ol the building caught Irorn sparxs,
tho tlumos igniting the cornice on tbo front. From
this heavy woodwork they sprcud rapidly over tbo
root, and In a few moments tho entlro upper portion ol
tho structure was ouvelopod in a shoot of tiro. It was
(ouud impossible to bring streams ol water to play
upon it Irom tho udjoinlng roots, and iu order to overcomethe dilliculty an exionsion ladder employed by
tho department was wheolod In front ol tho building,
from which the firemen played. The Humes nero wcro
dually put out before tbey hud done very much damage.
Next to this building on tho east was Taylor's drug

storo, a one story structure. The fire passed ibis by
merely singeing It, and also Milligun's tailor shop adjoining,but tbu next structure was the largo throe story
aud attic building occupied by William i). Kogers as
a carriage mauuuiclory. It was undoubtedly because
this structure lowered abovo tho others that its roof
caught llro Irom tbo clouds of sparks with which tho
air was filled. It wus burnlug some time bctoro ulton.lieiiwus culled to It.
Tho building was llllod with inflammable stock. In

the attic wus wool and hair, oil tho third floor vur
ui.-dios, paints, partially completed carriages and
slmilnr msleriuis. On tho second floor finished carriagesand on the first door wore the slrow rooms lor
the best goods. About $.10,000 worm ol stock is suld
to havo been in the place, although tio one oau be
found who knows definitely on this inulter, Mr. liosers
himself being sick and at tho point ot death. Twothirdsof the stock wus Uostroyed.

A KATAL ACCtllKNT.
City Kiro Marshal Thompson, (ieorgo H. flonnalore,

Secretary of Iho Insurance Patrol, ami Uoorgo FrederickNewman, a llrciuun in tlie employ ot too ln.surunceI'ntrol, woro among otliors in this building, directingthe preservation of the carriage*. A number
were engaged In wheeling out tho valuable suio carriagesthat stood upon the first floor, when a crash wus
heard overhead, the whole building shook as it rocked
I>y un earthquake, ami the peupleemgngod in the roinovollied In terror. In auoitior moment tho third
llo .rti.nl crushed in the second, nod the contents of
both ivero filled upon tho lirst, with llamcs darting in
all direuiionB, and dozens of costly carriages In rums.
Tho throe tneti above limited were hurled In tho

dclbris. und lor n few moments the wildest excitement
prevailed among the crowd. It being regarded ns almost
it certainly tbnl they wore Killed. Tho I'iro Marshal
was dragged out with his face laid upon oil one sido
from his lorohead to his chin. Tho gash Is un ugly
one, but not soiinus. Mr. Honnalore was struck 011
the head by a timber and stantiod, being partially unconsciouswhen taken out. lie woro a heavy llrcmnn'a
helmet, which brolto the weight ol tho blow nud probablysaved his llle. Uoth men woro attended by a

physician and sunt homo. Tho other of tho throe,
Mr. Newman, could not bo found, and it was thought
that lie had perished. At ten o'clock this
morning, however, after the lire had been completely
extinguished slid a cnreftil search was trade, Newman
was louud wedged into tho debris, still alive, bin very
dangerously wounded, llo was conveyed lo the I'cntisylvuntaHospital, hut will probably die of internal injuries.Several other tlroir.eu woro nlso more or less
lnInreu by falling rornlcos nnd timbers bcloro lbs extlui'ulibmentol tho lire, which was not until alter
daylight.

'the Rogers' establishment marked the boundary of
the lire on the cast, but thcro would liuvc been a differentstory to tell had not the massive granite buildingol the New York Mutunl Lite Insurance Company,
011 tho northwest corner of Tenth und Chestnut
Hlrcois, stood and detlod the luribcr march ol tho
flames.

A OKHAT 1.1 Hit AR Y INJl'KKll.
The southern wu.l of the Philadelphia Mercantile J,IbrarvIs directly opposite the rear of the destroyed

plav-bouse, separated only by a narrow alloy, called
Marble street. It is mainly a one siury brick structure,with a high arched rool of iron gtnlor* and tin,
nnd is nearly lire prool. The library builuiug nobly
withstood tne rain ol tiro upon It from the roaring pit
ol too theatre, hut when tho rear walls of Iho theatre
fell it (ton its roof the skylights, Willi which It was

pleutlluliy supplied, were broken in, gnvo entrance to
the llamcs nnd burned the interior ol tho rool Irout
end to end along, that sldo of lho building. Tlio glass
from the skylights now lies tti powder and lit lanuistic
shapes on thu floor ol tne library; but tho water,
ultinlt flirt llrftntnii nmifiMi in In lilinml 1111:111.

linen to quonch tho ftuinen on tlio root, Iiiih
(lono moro damage ihnn tho tiro UHnlf. No
books wore burned, nut the tnort vilimoio volumos in
tho library have boon destroyed or Injured beyond
repair by tho water. About 0,000 of tho choicest books
iii the collection were kept in a gallery under the root
ueitr the roar wall, Just in the spot where the greatest
dntnngo was dona. Hero woro such volumes as Audubon's"Birds of America," for which the company paid
$1,000; and which is badly damaged, lolios with valuablecolored priuts, In architecture, geography, Historyand science. Many old ntid rare vellum covered
books now out or print were oil llicso shelves, somo of
which are now roducod almost to pulp. Somo ol tlioso
destroyed can novor bo replaced. No eaiitiiulo of tho
loss in dollars ami emits ran, of course, bo givon under
tho circumstances until a carelul examination is mndo
by nn expert. Tho president ol the library, however,
nisdo tho lollowlng staiemont to the Hkkald:.

Til K LOSS
ts as lully covered by insuranco as such a loss can bo
lu tho following among other compiinlcs:.Franklin,
fit),(MM); llulnwaro Mutual. $10,Out); Fire Assoelntioti,
$10,000; Kcllaiico, $10,000; American, $10,000; HandIn-llsnd.$5,000; l'hiladolphiaConirlliuiioiisiup, $5,000.
It Is eallinutcd llinl nearly one-half the 130,000 volumes
In (be llhrsrv wora more or less injured. Many
of Iheso nre ruined and most ot tho others will have
to he rebound at a cost ot soventy-flvo cents each. The
nverngo cost of tho injured hooks is perhups nhout
$1 75. Tho total loss will reach about $75,000 it is

thought. Tho work of repairing tho building wlil
commence without dnlay, but It will probably bu some
tlmo beloro it Is ready lor uso again. In tho meantimetho association inny occupy unother building, but
nothing dedans in this respect has boon determined
upon.

tiis miss ox tiik tiiratrh.
Mr. Robert Fox, (be lossoo ol tho iliontre, Is very III

. ft his hotuoi and it is notpogsible /el lo obtain do-

tailed estimate of his loise*. Everything in the ttioairc was consumed except ibo barroom, tbe only ar«V
clva saved beiug two trunks bumuging to Messrs.
/.aniridia, or the Zunlrutlu troupe, who wero to have
perlornied at the thculro Ibis week. The bos ollue
nnd treasurer's olllee worn in the lobby spoken o(
above, whii'.h Is unly injured by water. Tbo safe and
ronton!*, being tbo receipts ol several performances.
Aid, were prescrvod uninjured by Mr. Murrlsnn, the
treasurer. Mr. Wood liunson, the manager for Mr.
Fox, was lound by tbo Hkiiald correspondent, to
whoin be stated that tbo loss on lb a theatre would be
about $J2a,OUO. on which there was an Insuranco o|
only about $SO,UOO. Mr Hcnsou states, concerning
the origin ol the lire, that It began in ibo northeast
corner ol the building, directly bunk ol the paint room,
In tbo tiles. Tbo paiul room bad not boon occ upied
for ten days, tbe painters having boon discharged and
thu room closed since that tune. Ho oould not In any
way account lor the lire, unless tbo oils in tbe paint
room bad caused spouiuneous combustion. Among
othor urllcles said to bavo been lost iu this theatre was
a valuable painting, which Mr. Fox refused $20,000 lor
receuily. Tbo building was owned by a company,
and u was run by Mr. Fox, who was one ol Its owners,
on shares.

Tliero Is a rumor on the streets tbst tbe tbeatro was
sol ou lire by au incendiary, having been insured beyondits vuluo. This would appear to bo clleotually
UlSpOSOU 1)1 uy nr. miusuirs uiihiiianuii >uit 1110

policies only amount to $"0,000. and the building la
known to liavo coat about $250,000.

Till: KMI'LOYKKH* LOSS.
As usual tbo actor* and actresses sufTer severely.

There not being one Irom the lowest to the highest
who is not the loser ol wurdrobo or properties. Mils.
Alexandria loses ull hor handsome drosses and articles
ol jewelry ; Miss Goorgie May sutlers the loss of all hor
wardrobe, Miss Jennie Vcaniuu is a heavy loser j John
I'endy lost all his character costumes; Mr. Kitzpatrlck,
Ills entire wurdrobo; llio /jnlretta l'aiitoniluio Coinhinailou,who wero to open this week, is said to hava
losi aH their wardrobe and properties, but this could
not ho traced to any reliable source.

Messrs, loco, Koreas, Dan vers, Myers and Misses Leo
Gordon, Susie Warren, Coral Leigh and tbo supornuiuorarirsall lost their wardrobe.

A IIISTOKV OK Vllk TtUUVRh.
Tho burned building was lormcrly the Academy of

Ftno Arts, hong change Into a theatre altor extensive
alterations nud prcpnralioiis by Koburt Kox, in 1870,
and was opunod lo the public on Saturday night, Doccmbor17, of that year. It was completed at groat
expense, tho cost, us stutod by the proprietor, being
$260,000. Tho building extended Irom tho north side
ol Chestnut street lo Murblo ulley, tho ground plan
giriug to the auditorium a spaco of 103x100 lect, the
lobbies, private olllces, box olllccs, Ac., being embraced
In the spaco ol ,'10x63 feet, the entrance being through
un arcade 14 lect wide, llio stngo was 100x38 loct, and,
had all the modern improvements.
The walls, K Is said, wero 1H inches thick, with pilasters2 teet 3 inches think to su-tum tho rafters for tho

rool, ouch girder being estimated to boar u weight of SO
tons without deduction. Tho parquet, pnrquut circle
and llrst and second tiers were in height 50 toot. Tho
galleries wero open iron wire, with whlto and gold,
with c.ninsou showing through. On ouch side oi tho
auditorium wore livoprlvnto boxes, making in tho two
tiers twenty boxes, exclusivo ol stage boxes.
Tho dome ol tuc i heat re was 22 lect in diumotcr, and

Irom lite lino ol tho celling 25 teet high. Suspended
Irom tho dome wasamngnltlcciil chnifbohcr, while livelight,gas brackets wero arranged In iront ol tho tiors
and against llio walls.

Tito thuairo was not only one al the largost, but one
of tho handsomest theatres in tho country.
As originally constructed, u qoniained'an orchestra

and parquet circle, dress circle and gallory.
In tile summer of 1876 un additional gallery was constructed,whirl) increased the seating capacity to 2,800,

less tliau one-llltu ol tho scuts being down stuira.
Tim WKKK'S kkkkoumaxck.

Tho programme included purlormunccs by tho sonsallontildramatic artists, Miss Kuto Kuymond und B.
Collin; a really wonderful and interesting exhibition
ol .juggling oy Mons. Hushnell and/arena, wherolu the
lormor surrounded tho body of his companion, standingtbo width of the stage with sharp knives. Tbero
was also a number ol variety features, including burlesque.soug aul dance, v< culisms, dancing, gymnasts,
Ac., Ac., by tho regular company und specially engagedperformers. ,

W'nAT WAn TO UK Pl.AVBO.
Tho present wuek tUo luinous /anlretta l'antomimo

Company wero to have begun an engagement In tho
now production "A Kat Man's Frolics," lor wbluh
special preparation hud been made. Tho bill un>
nouncod also in its other foaturus was of tho usual varietyand attractiveness. Introducing a largo number
ol artists.

BKKTctt op Trrn liurart.
Tho Morcantllo l.ibrury was lounded in 1861, and the

building at present occupied wus Inaugurated on the
lftth ol July. 1869. It stands on a lot having n front
on Tenth street ol 96 foot and a depth along Marble
street ol 301 loot. The whole of tins spacn is covorod
by the building, except an ofr.iei ol 10 feet on the
south side, loll open, a portion of it as a garden, docoratedwith lounlniiiH and vases, and tho roniuindor
as a passageway. Alter deducting this offset, tboro
still remains an area ol over 24.000 square loot ou tho
ilrst floor alone, larger than that or any other library
building in Atncrica, nnd nearly dnublo that ol the
great reading room ol the Ilritish Museum.
Tho cost of the new building may be seon from the

following siatoment:.

Original purchaso $120,000 00
Allernuon ol building $63,540 7.6
Heating apparatus 12,600 60
(las Uxiurcs 1,006 00
Furniture 13,956 70
( round rent and Interest. 9,000 00
Insurance (perpetual) 1,758 00

101,261 a
Total $227,261 43

Tlio old edifice was sold early In tho year lor $96,000,
a price which the Heard considered advantageous to
the intcreats of the company, and a sum nearly doubts
Its origin al cost. A mortgage ol $50,000 had hcoo
created prior tu tho auio, lor the purpose ol' paying tn
part for the alteration at the now building, leaving
$45,000 to uo otherwise providod lor. Tho company
occupied lor this, a mortgage ol $27,000, payahlo in two
years, amply seenrod, and u second ntorigago on tho
old building, payublo $10,000 in six months and $8,000
in one year.

ms. fox's tiikatitlcal sxpkrikmcrs.
Hubert Fox has been lor u long timo connected with

the variety business lu ibis city, and Uurlug that tints
has met with various fortunes. Ills Urst connection wns
with tho i'asino, au establishment which was opened
lor variety performances In tlio old building which
been lor many years occupied us Jones' Hotel, In
Chestnut street, between Sixth and Seventh streets.
Ho was at this place lor some lime, but ambitious lor
n better establishment, ho ch ingod bis quurters to tho
old Continental Theatre, iu waiiiut street, above

Eighth. Tills buildiug had seen many (mangos. ll
wiih constructed on u lar.;o lot running from Walnut
to Sansoin streets, wlncb liail been occupied iu l8dl
by Jtonur's ami ullcrward by Barrett's gymnasium.
Raymond At Waring oreotcd tbo llrst building tticrt
loriha purposes id u menagerie, and ocouplod II
with iboir zoological collcotiou lor somo yours, being
succeeded by Welch .V Runt, and subsequently by
( cncral Itulus Welch on bis own account. Ballard It
Eticknoy altered tills place lor tbopiirposos 01 a circus,
and opened It lor equestrian perlormnucoa on tbo 3d
ol December. 1858. Alter tbo National Amphitheatre,
Chestnut street, east ol' Ninth.now a portion ol tbo
siteot tho Con linen tnl Hotel, and occupied by Wolch At
Lent.wus burned, July 6, 1864, negotiation was
made lor the Walnut street menagerie. Thoy snccoedcdB.ulard A Etlckuey, ami tbo boitso was for
some years known as Welch's National Ainphllbcatro
and Circus. It was upom d lor that purpose July 5,
1864. William Wboatley succeeded Ceuerul Wolob.
He toro oat tbo ring, put up a stage, altered tbo bouse
lor dramatic purposes, and opened tlio housa as the
Continental Theatre, a speculation which was not forlunate,ll was at this house, during Mr. Whoatley'a
management, that the iJnlo sisters lost their lives by
their drosses taking lire whtlo they wcro performing
on the singe. The iiou.se seemed doomed after that,
and Mr. \Vlioalley nbundonod it about 18(11. Allison Ai
Hinckcn succeeded and opened tbo placo as a variety
theatre in 1802. Mr. Fox lollowed them, and gavo up
tbo Casino, which, alter a lew mouths' trial in otbui
hands, Was unable to compete with bolter attractions,
and was closed. Mr. Fox gave to tbo building on Wal!nut street ino name ol Fox's American I huatro, and
opened it to the public August 28, 1806. llo remained
there witb much success until Juno lb, 1807, wbon the
building was totally destroyod. Tbo "Black Crook"
was in me course ol performance when tho lire broke
out, about ball-pkSl iiiuo o'clock In the evening. ForIinnately iho audience was warned in tlino and vuIcnied tbo building snlelv. Hut, notwithstanding
ibis happy circumstance, thoro was a gioat loss of
life. While tbo liremen were laboring faithfully the
Ironl wall ol the theatre Icll out Into Iho stroot, by
which thirteen persons were killed and sixteen
wounded. Alter ibis disaster Mr. Fox with great
energy applied himself to lliu rebuilding ol tbo liouso.
and it was opened In iho samo year. He remained
hero lor about mrco years. In consequence ol dill),
cullies wim his landlord lie turned Ins ationlton to a
new situation. Ho bought from tbo Academy ol Kino
Arts the large lot on Chestnut street, formerly occupiedhy that tost tuition, and opouml Fox's New AmericanTheatre, December 17. 187U. .Since that period tha
fortunes of the house ara wall kuown. It was n vory

*

successful placo ol ainusemaiit.
LIST OK 1'LACKS or AMl'SKMI XT nCKNKU IK PII1LADRL1*111A.

Tiro followlug is a list ol idl tho tlioatros and pluooi
ol amusement desiroveu bv tiro Iu ITilladelpbla:.

1/iilson's Atnphltlionlro and Concert, northwost oornorof Filth una Prune stroots; doutroyod July 8,
17HS,

ltickctts' Circus, southwest cornor of Sixth and
Clusntit streets, December 17, 1709.

Vnit x lin11 Garden, northeast ournor of Drond and
Walnut streets, hoi licit by u mob, September 8, lsltt.
Chestnut direct Theatre, north side of Chestnut

street, oust ot Sixth, April 2, 1H20.
South work Thoairo, corner South nnd Apollo streets,

between Fourth and Filth, May 'J, 1821.
MucDet's Hoi), Filth, abovo I'ruuo, 184S.
Athena-urn (Domain's Museum iiuu Thontro), southenstcorner Seventh nud Chestnut, Deoomber HO, 185U
Assembly Buildings, southwest corner of Tenth and

Chestnut streets, March IS, ls.'il.
Kuulnrd's Op. rn Mouse, Twelfth siroot, below Chestnui,December 0, IS.VI.
National Theatre, south sldo of Chestnut stroot, east

of Ninth, July >, 1S54,
Chinese Museum, rrnrthenst cornor of Ninth and

S.insom streets, .Inly ii, 18(14.
Atnerlcnu Museum, nouhwest corner ot Flfthand

Chestnut streets, December, I So I.
Mnluaeon, north sido ol Chestnut, between Sixth aud

Seventh, 1867.
Fox's American Thoatro, Walnut streot, west ot

Eighth,-lune 10,1807.
City Museum Theatre, Callowhlll stroot, belwooa

Fourth iinet Filth, November 2.1, 1808.
National Hall, south sine of Market street, east ol

Thirteenth, January 2ti, 1874.
Harmonic II ill (Herman theatre), Coatos street,

near .seventh, March k, 1,871.
Sanloril's Upera House, Soeond street, above I'oplar,

October 17, 1,871.
Arch Street opera House (Simmons It Slocum'sL

Aroli street, west ot Tenth, March 20, 1872.
Fox's Amoricuu Tbcatro, Chestnut stroot, abor»

1 Tenth, February 23, 1877,


